History

Between 1890 & 1944, an extensive light railway
system existed within these forests and wers
constructed and operated by Allen Taylor Timbers.

Up to 1914 bullock teams would drag the limber {0
the rail lines and draught horse’s would pull the
timber laden carriages 30 km to Mayer’s Point.

In 1914, Allen Taylor introduced steam driven log
haulers and steam driven locomotives. This sped up
the process and increased production.

Timber suppliad from this operation was used in the
construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the
Melbourne Docks as well as supplying the war
effort between 1940 & 1944,

Some of the wast supplies of sleepers were used in
the construction of the Transcontinental Rail line
across the Mullabor Plain. Other sleeper orders were
1o Hong Kong & China. Timbars cut were Tallow
Wood, Turpenting, Grey Gum, Blue Gum. Brush Box
and White & Red Mahogany.

The rail line was sourced from disused line fom
Ireland. This proved unsatisfaclory as the rail was too
light and would twist and buckle under the weight of
the locomotives especially the “Wootton™ which
weighed 40 ton. There were 5 locomotives used on
the lins, the first was the “Aleda”™, named after Allen
Taylor's wife, then came the “Cameron”, the
“Fanny”, the *“Wootton™ and finally the “Carrie Pa”.

The cngine driver’s day would start around 5 am
and at times would not finish till 9 pm at night. Metre
long lengths of wood were used as fuel for the
engines and overnight the drivers dampened wood
and placed wet bags over the funnel 1o keep the fire
alight through till morning.
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How to get there from Bulahdelah

Travel 4 kms norlh of Bulahdelsh then tum lefi and
travel along the Wootton Way. Drive along this fascinat-
ing old smetch of road (knewn in it’s hey day as one of
the major “black spots™ on the Pacific Highway) and
enjov the peaceful trip through the massive stands of
Flooded Gums and vine coverad rainforest trees. You'll
travel for approximately 20 minutes of uninterrupted
peacefulness until vou come to the small township of
Woolton. Travel to the top of the town (Wattley Hill
Road will be on your right) and then look to vour left for
Sguires Road.

Take Squircs Road tum off al. Wootton and {ravel west
for 4.5 kms to Sam’s Camp, which is where vou'l] find
the start af the walk.

To preserve this reminder of Australia’s past, and the
ecology of the area, please walk on the designated path.
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The Walk

Because the line was constructed to a low encugh grade for
locomotives, most of the walk is at & gentle 1 in 20 grads.
It is classed as 2 mediom grade walk

The 6 kan track is broken half way by Wang Wauk Forzsr
Way. From here you can decide to walk the next 3 km to the
Trestle Bridee Picnic area (best done by road as the path is
DVETErown) or renurn irom this point and travel by car, An
alternative is to take 2 cars to the =nd of the walk

and return {0 leave 1 at the start

The first hall of the walk follows regenerating rainforest

thar was logeed when the line was constructed. The rail line
is now protected by 2 90 m exclusion zone duc o it’s
historical value. Mo logging will ever take place again within
Lthat zone

The remaining 3 km is overgrown at this stage (June. 05}
and 1% quite impasszble at poins. [t is hoped, In the future,
thal Stare Forests will maintain this section, which features
deep gallies which in their tme wers waversed by massive
timber trestle bridges. One well known as *“The Gorge”, a
broad sweeping curve that stood 25m abeve the cresk bed
and stretched for nearly 300m. A great example of bush in-
genuity.

Points of intersst to look for along the way are:

. ereek erossings -weathered cireular rock pools

. mailway euttings-dug by hand and horse drawn scoops
. noss covered sleepers

. he watarfall

. zpikes and ircn bolts

- lengihs ar rail lina

_iron fish plates used to join rail together.

- native foods ez Wombar berries, Dignella ¢lc

In 1995 a joinl project between the Department of
Education, Employment & Training, State Forests and the
Wootton (Coolongolook Progress Association was injfiated.
whereby 13 long term unemploved people were t'ilgﬂgmf_ to
construct the walking trail as we see it today. Over & period
of 6 monchs they cleared the vegemtion, built bridges, steps,
signs etc. Today, the Wootton Histarical Railway Walk
follows the last 6 kms of thiz system from Sam’s Camp to
the Trestle Bridge Picnic Area,
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Birds

Grey Shrike Thrush
Laughing kookaburra
Sarin Bower bird
Fairy warhler

Rufons fanrail
Natthern Shrike Tit
Eastern silvereye
Lastern Spinehill
Crimson Rosella
Barn owl

Eastern Yellow Robin
Top Knot pigecn
Wongs pizeon

While cheeked Honey eater
Spotted pardelote
Scarlet Honeveater
Fraerald Daove
Whire-winged Chough
Magpie lark

Rainbow lorikset
Crested Shrike Tit
Black faced monarch
Lvre Bird

Picd currawaong
Grey feniall
Eastern Whip bird

Lemon-breasied flyveatcher

Willie wagtail
Mistletoe bird

Lewins Honeyealer
Rosella

Scaly Breasted lorikset
Brush turkey

Large Whits pigeon
Bronze winged pigeon
Leaden flveetcher

Mew Holland Honzyealer

Peaceful Dove

Brown Quail

Grzen calbird

Azure Kingfisher
Australian King parrot

Black-Taced cuckoo shrike-

Pale-vellow Robin
Pheasant coucal
Long-eared bats

Flora list

Flooded Gam Blue gum
Gray gum Spoted prm
Binodwood Turpentime
Tallow Wood Brush box
Whitz beezh Irom waod
Coach wood Whits mahogany
Red Mahogzamy Onion Cedar
Cazauring Lilli Filli
Warle Bangalow palm
Cabbage lres palmi Walking stick palm
Cadar Bleck besn
Circhids Elkhwrns
Salzhares Birds nzst fern
Creck Bandpaper fig Callicomz
Tree fern Maidan hair farn
Mistletoc Malive Grepe
Smilex Wombat harry
Psychomia Apple bermy
ingar Lemandra
Setzlers Flax Dimnella
Eed Fruis sew sedpe Mative mint
Brlwarra Haizy piltasporum
Mative vam
Weeds Lintuns Crofion weed Misl fower

Fauna List
Brown sitped fiog Short braked Echidns

Mzrmanial mouse Pademelon

|Koala Diamond Python

| Stephen banded Snake Red-bellizd Black Snzke
[I!Iue belly Black Saake Rainforest Tres Sneks
{Brown Snake ToEnnE

Water drapgon |.eaf Teiled skink

{Land mullet Gecka
Southemn angzle headed dragon dingo

Insects
etive hess Eurapean bees
Wasps Hornets
Ciardas Wood fimnel web spider
Water spider Waolf Spider
M prede Cenlipsde
Maosquilo Eanc flies
Blaw [lics March fliss
Bush flies Leeches
fabby Rainforest warm

Fainforest Snadl

; Watzr dragon
Water nymph

Feral animals

Feral cat Fox Wild dog




